The poem is written to sound as if the poet is talking to her mother, so the poet follows the patterns of ordinary speech. Many phrases begin with ‘I’, as if the poet wanted to assert her presence even before she was a presence: 'I'm ten years away .. I knew you would dance like that.'

The poet has a very confident, assertive voice, and makes definite statements: 'I'm not here yet'. She speaks to her mother in a familiar way: 'The decade ahead of my loud, possessive yell was the best one, eh?'

